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DETAILED ACTION 

In response to applicant's communication dated on 02/19/2008 regarding the last Office 
action, the following corrective action is taken. 

The period for reply of three MONTHS set in said Office Action is restarted to begin 
with the mailing date of this letter. 

A complete copy including of the last Office Action is enclosed. 

All claims filed in preliminary amendment on 07/19/2006 have been examined and 
enclosed in the office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 10-12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schmanski et al. (5,189,822). 

Regarding claim 1, Schmanski et al. disclose a sign, in particular an information sign, 
having a main body 10 (col. 3, line 29; see fig. 1) and a transparent covering panel 28 (col. 4, 
line 2; see fig. 1), connected detachably with the main body, for a sheet- form information carrier 
30 (col. 4, line 11; see fig. 1) suitable for accommodation between the main body 10 and the 
covering panel 28, and having means for securely holding together the main body, the covering 
panel 28 and the information carrier 30, the main body 10 being provided at two mutually 
opposing edges with guide grooves 18 (col. 4, line 36; see fig. 1) for two likewise mutually 
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opposing edges of the covering panel 28 and of the information carrier 30, characterized in that 
the main body 10 additionally comprises at least one undercut groove 22 (col. 3, line 56; see fig. 

1) between its edges provided with guide grooves 18, said additional groove serving to 
accommodate at least one clamping slide 32 (col. 4, line 18; see fig. 1), the end of which remote 
from the center of the groove forms a holder for one of the edges of the covering panel 28 and of 
the information carrier 30 not engaging in the guide grooves 18 (see fig. 2, where the slide is not 
in contact with the side groove 16). 

Regarding claim 2, Schmanski et al. disclose a clamping slide 32 for the edges of the 
covering panel 28 and of the information carrier 30 not engaging in the guide grooves 16 (see 
fig. 2, where the slide is not in contact with the side groove 16) is associated with each of the two 
ends of the undercut groove 12. 

Regarding claim 3, Schmanski et al. disclose its main body 10 takes the form of a portion 
of an extruded profile. 

Regarding claim 4, Schmanski et al. disclose the undercut groove 22 forms a rectangular 
channel open toward the front of the sign (see fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Schmanski et al. disclose the main body is provided at its rear with 
ribs 14 (col. 3, line 34; see fig. 1) extending parallel to the guide grooves 18. 

Regarding claim 6, Schmanski et al. disclose the undercut groove 22 projects slightly 
beyond the free ends of the ribs 14 (see fig 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Schmanski et al. disclose the rear wall of the undercut groove 22 is 
provided with holes 24 (col. 3, line 65; see fig. 1) for fastening screws 26 (col. 3, line 67; see fig. 

2) . 
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Regarding claim 10, Schmanski et al. disclose the clamping slides 32 comprise narrow 
webs 46 (col. 4, line 24; see fig. 3) engaging over the edges of the covering panel 28. 

Regarding claim 11, Schmanski et al. disclose the clamping slides 32 rest via clamping 
webs 40 (col. 4, line 52; see fig. 2, 3) against inner walls of the undercut groove 22. 

Regarding claim 12, Schmanski et al. disclose the clamping slides 32 take the form of 
injection molded parts of plastics material (col. 6, line 29). 

Regarding claim 17, Schmanski et al. disclose its main body takes the form of a portion 
of an extruded profile. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 8, 9 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schmanski et al. 

Regarding claim 8, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose the holes take the form of slots offset 
relative to one another by 90°. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to offset the holes by 90 degree since it will still perform the 
similar function, because it is simple and inexpensive. 

Regarding claims 9 and 18, Schmanski et al. disclose portions 38 (col. 4, line 41; see fig. 
3) of the clamping slides 32 introducible into the undercut groove, but fails to disclose the 
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portions form covers for the holes and the heads of fastening screws. However, Schmanski et al. 
disclose any modification to the slides regarding size and shape are apparent to one of ordinary 
skill in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to use the plate to cover the screw for the purpose of preventing any damage or 
accidents. 

Claims 13-16, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schmanski et al. in view of Deniz (US 2007/0101629). 

Regarding claim 13, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose at least one clamping slide is 
provided in the area of its end forming the holder with a display panel which can be swiveled to 
and fro between two positions. However, Deniz discloses a clamping slide is provided in the area 
of its end forming the holder with a display panel 24 (para 0017, line 1; see fig. 2) which can be 
swiveled to and fro between two positions. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the teaching of Deniz in the invention of 
Schmanski et al. for the purpose of display information. 

Regarding claim 14, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose the end of the clamping slide 
forming the holder is constructed in the manner of a plate, which comprises at its rear edge a 
bearing block for the display panel. However, Deniz discloses the end of the clamping slide 
forming the holder is constructed in the manner of a plate, which comprises at its rear edge a 
bearing block 16 (para 0016; line 1; see fig. 1) for the display panel. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the teaching of 
Deniz in the invention of Schmanski et al. for the purpose of allowing the display panel to 
swivel. 
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Regarding claims 15 and 19, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose only the end of the 
clamping slide projecting beyond the top edge of the main body is provided with a display panel. 
However, Deniz discloses only the end of the clamping slide projecting beyond the top edge of 
the main body is provided with a display panel 24 (see fig. 1, 2). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the teaching of Deniz in 
the invention of Schmanski et al. because it is simple and inexpensive. 

Regarding claims 16 and 20, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose one of its end positions, the 
display panel covers the end of the clamping slide projecting beyond the main body. However, 
Deniz discloses one of its end positions, the display panel 24 covers the end of the clamping slide 
projecting beyond the main body. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of invention to use the teaching of Deniz in the invention of Schmanski et 
al. because it is simple and inexpensive. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SYED A. ISLAM whose telephone number is (571)272-7768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley D. Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/S. A. I./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 361 1 



/Lesley D. Morris/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 361 1 



